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25 years of dedication
and thousands of satisfied Bay Area customers tell our story

Dura-Foam Roofing’s Expert Installation Guarantees...

| ™ Superigr wgrkmanship* |ntegr[ty e Maximum insulation — cool in e A fix for unwanted Dﬂﬂdiﬂg
and customer service summer, warm in winter

* A lifetime roof with a hard, * Dramatically reduced energy cosis
durable surface

* Environmentally friendly system
* Fasy long-term care

* 100 percent waterproofing e Competitive pricing

— tops In leak protection

Dura-Foam

ROOFING EICHLERS SINCE 1981

Call today for a free estimate. ..

650-327-3200 | 408-736-3200 | 510-534-3200

E-mail: Durafoam@gmail.com ¢ License #435836 ¢ Fully bonded & insured
See who's saving energy in your neighborhood at www.dura-foam.com

Dura-Foam Roofing is top-rated by Bay Area and national ratings organizations, including the
Better Business Bureau, Diamond Certified, Bay Area Consumers' Checkbook, ValueStar, and the Eichler Network
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_Keycon, Inc.

General Contracting & Remodeling

Serving the Entire Peninsula

630-965-1256

RON KEY LIKELY HAS updated more
Eichlers than any other general contractor in
the Bay Area. In business for more than 30
years, his Keycon, Inc. concentrates on Eichler
kitchen and bath remodeling and additions,
which according to Key, now account for up to
95 percent of his company's business.

But Key doesn't just focus on construction.
He spends a considerable amount of time work-
ing with customers on the design process.

According to Key, “Most projects are
designs first...| can do a bathroom remodel for
$25,000 to $80,000. It all depends on what
the homeowner is trying to achieve. Do you
want to knock out some walls—to move the
plumbing a bit?”

Changes like these, Key says, will impact
cost while they increase the functionality of
the home.

Often Key's projects begin with an on-site
meeting with homeowners to discuss their
objectives. While an expert contractor may
have a very realistic idea of what things cost,

Value added. With more than 30 years in business, Ron Key
(above) likely has updated more Eichlers than any other contractor.

it is natural that homeowners may not.

The value that an experienced Eichler-
focused contractor like Key can bring to the
table is one of combining tasks and reducing
the number of separate vendors needed to
complete the project.

As Key points out, “The value-added
aspect my company brings to the process

encompasses a design level, and an engi-
neering level, as well as a construction/
project management/budgeting level—all
rolled into one.”

Key also believes that it is important to
be practical when approaching home
improvement. Today, we are all facing safety
and energy efficiency issues that did not exist
when Eichler homes were built. He reminds
us, “Back then, there was plenty of oil, and it
didn't seem to matter how energy efficient the
homes were.

Now, it's all about “being pragmatic as
well as trying to be true to the core design,
says Key.

Key finds working on Eichlers and with
Eichler owners to be a unique experience.
“Eichler owners have a strong affinity for
their homes, more than other types of
homeowners, Key claims.

“Especially in relationship to the style.
The majority of Eichler owners really have
an affinity for what their modern home Is
and trying to maintain the integrity of it

CA license #888337
Keycon.inc@amail.com
www.keycon-inc.com

General Contracting & Remodeling
serving the Palo Alto Area

630-216-9600

“WE HAVE RUN INTO every problem there
is in remodeling Eichlers, says Derek Gray,
general contractor and Bay West Builders
president. “And we have found creative
solutions for all of them. As a result, all of our
customers have access to that knowledge
and experience.’

Gray has accumulated those solutions over
the past two decades. His extensive experi-
ence remodeling Eichlers reaches back to
the early 1980s, when he worked as project
manager for another company. Since starting
his own firm nearly 20 years ago, Gray has
managed a number of large and extensive
Eichler remodeling projects.

Gray observes that kitchen remodeling
continues to be a popular project among
Eichler owners, and they're exactly the kind of
projects Bay West likes to tackle.

“‘Some people want to open their kitchens
to the rest of the space,’ says Gray. “Some
are also adding gas for new ranges, so they
can get more versatile cooking. And putting in

Creative solutions. Derek Gray, Bay West Builders president,
brings experience, knowledge, and sensitivity to his remodaling.

hood vents, to obtain more powerful draw than
the fan on the roof provides. They also like the
sleek appearance of some of the newer appli-
ances that are out there.

What are some of the challenges Gray has

—

encountered? “Sometimes we end up updat-
ing the systems in the house,” he says. “The
biggest issues we run into relate to electrical,
since it runs through the roof. These kinds of
upgrades make sense, with many homeowners
today wanting the bedrooms technologically
networked together, and running back to one
central hub!

Not only is it important to find a contractor
with Eichler experience—after all, who wants
their home used as a lab experiment?—it is
also important to find one that understands
Eichler design. Gray feels he has both exper-
ence and understanding down to an art.

“We are really sensitive to the design
elements that go into an Eichler, and we try
to stay true to that, by maintaining the lines of
the house,” Gray says. “Most Eichler owners |
encounter really want to stay contemporary, by
keeping the lines really crisp and clean.

Gray likes working with his Eichler custom-
ers because they share his appreciation for
mid-century modern architecture, and “are
concerned and dedicated to maintaining the
integrity of their house, both inside and out”

CA license #692469
Derek@baywestbuilders.com
Www.haywestbuilders.com



_Lalvert Venfures, Inc.

General Contracting & Remodeling
Serving the San Mateo Area

630-5/8-1912

HENRY CALVERT HAS been in the
construction business for nearly 20 years.
More than a decade ago, he bought his first
Eichler, in the San Mateo Highlands—and
then everything changed for him.

For the past several years, Calvert has
worked on scores of Eichlers throughout the
upper Peninsula. While Calvert is especially
fond of drawing projects in his own Highlands
backyard, where is especially well known, his
focus also extends to the Eichler communities
of San Mateo's 19th Avenue Park, Burlingame,
Foster City, and Redwood City.

Involved in all aspects of Eichler construc-
tion, Calvert tends to spend the majority of
his efforts on larger projects, especially room
additions and the remodeling of kitchens
and baths. He also does window and siding
replacement, dry rot repair, and earthquake
retrofitting.

What Calvert likes most about living in an
Eichler is its “livability and the nice flow of
the floorplan.

[ | [ | | '
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General Contracting & Remodeling
Serving Marin & San Francisco

415-499-3333

WHEN UNDERTAKING work as wide-
ranging and complicated as construction
and remodeling, it would be hard to equal
the convenience of Diamond Building &
Construction. The one-stop shop includes
design, permitting, and even financial
services In addition to the ‘green’ building
practices at the heart of its business.

Diamond owner Regev Amir, a general
contractor and licensed mortgage broker
who owns a Terra Linda Eichler, feels that
including financing in his roster of services
only makes sense, since many homeowners
take out loans for remodeling or construc-
tion projects anyway.

“For a homeowner to get a loan can be
very difficult, and to get a builder that will
work within the limits of that loan can also be
difficult Amir says. With Diamond, the project
and financing can be tailored to each other,
ensuring there s sufficient funding without
over-borrowing.

A key principle in Diamond's operation

Exclusively Eichlers. Henry Galvert, Eichler owner and contractor:
“| truly understand the needs of others living the lifestyle.”

Calvert also empathizes with his clients,
having recently completed the remodel of
his newest Eichler home, a fixer-upper he
purchased a few years ago in the Highlands.

The home Is set on a huge lot, which
gave Calvert and his crew plenty of room to
spread out while the new Calvert homestead
came together. The project was extensive,
and even included the installation of a new
radiant heat system.

Calvert recently showed off his handiwork
with a splash when he opened the doors to
his Eichler for the 2007 Highlands home tour.

Needless to say, he wowed the
crowds with his house, one of the
very best on the tour.

‘| guess the main thing that
potential customers need to
know about me is that | work
exclusively on Eichlers,” Calvert
says. ‘| truly understand the
needs of others living the lifestyle.

“Since we have that common
understanding, and share an
enthusiasm for the same type of
home, my customers espe-
cially enjoy the fact that | know
exactly what I'm doing and exactly what I'm
talking about.”

Maintaining the integrity of the original
Eichler design aesthetic is a key ingredi-
ent in Calvert's work. “There are ways to
remodel your Eichler, Calvert says, “and
still retain much of that oniginal intent that
Mr. Eichler set forth.™

CA license #521412
Calven@sbeglabal.net
www.ExclusivelyEichiers.com

Array of services. Diamond's Regev Amir (above) offers
numerous options—Irom finance {o design to ‘green’ building.

1s environmental friendliness, both on the
construction end—the company uses green-
rated and energy-efficient materials—and on
the financing end. Amir specializes in so-called
‘green loans, which are special loans offered
to homeowners only for green projects, such
as solar panel installations.

Amir, who holds a degree in chemistry, Is
also a certified GreenPoint Rater through the
Build It Green association, and offers green
building consultation and point-rating evalua-
tions for owners of prospective green homes.

While convenience and environmental

awareness describe the Diamond
philosophy, it is the Eichler-specific
expertise that makes the company a
good choice for the mid-century modern
homeowner.

“I'm very comfortable working from
the ground up, with the radiant heating,
the windows, the doors—redoing them
all In a modern way to preserving them
in an original state,” Amir says.

Where other contractors quail at
the absence of a crawlspace and attic,
Diamond's experienced crews know how
to work within the limitations of Eichler's
unique design.

“What | bring to the equation is that
knowledge of how to do the electrical, how
to do the insulation, how to soundproof the
interior, he says, all tricky business with the
limited space and thin walls of an Eichler.

“What's more, in the back of our minds,
we always keep the understanding and the
knowledge of what homeowners really want

when they live in an Eichler”

CA license #854336
service@homediamond.com
www.homediamond.com




General Contracting

& Handyman Services
Serving Marin, $.F., East Bay & San Mateo

415-310-0677

MAYBE YOU'RE FEELING pretty good about
those recent home-improvement projects as
you look forward to many happy, problem-free
years in your Eichler. Then you notice rough-
ness and cracking at the base of your exterior
siding, and begin to worry.

When dry rot is lurking, it's time to put in a
call to Robert Hart Construction. Bob Hart has
been specializing in Eichler siding replacement
and beam repair since 1999. Dry rot repair
and related preventive maintenance are at the
heart of Hart's family-run business.

"And we like to do the job right the first
time,’ he claims.

Dry rot, says Hart, can start innocently,
with wood drying out due to continued expo-
sure to the sun's ultraviolet rays. Once the
wood's protective properties are destroyed,
the siding becomes more absorbent, and
water penetrates the inner layers. Then dry
rot begins to form, progressing much like the

|ISA Builders

Preventive maintenance. Bob Hart is at the heart of his family-
run business: “We like to do the job right the first time," he says.

effect of rust on metal as it slowly disinte-
grates the wood over time.

Eichler siding is not the only material that
Is at risk from dry rot. Overhead horizontal
support beams are also vulnerable. In fact, a
substantial part of Hart's business centers
around beam renewal.

"When Eichler built, codes weren't as

strict as today, and placing flashing on
the beams wasn't a priority,’ says Hart.

Consequently, both interior and
exterior beams are at risk for dry rot.
“Ninety percent of the time, we can
repair damaged exterior beams, Hart
points out, “but once the dry rot runs into
the house, we oftentimes need to take
out the whole beam. This can be a major
undertaking, since it could even require
removing the roof”

To avoid this, Hart recommends
preventive maintenance. ‘| tell people
to have their support beams capped,
sanded, painted, and sealed,’ Hart says.
*We place a metal cap on top of the
beam. So, when the water hits, it just
rolls off.’

Hart's Eichler services also include
light kitchen and bath remodeling; and deck,
fence, and skylight installation.

Hart likes working on Eichlers, and admits
to having an affinity for their owners. “They
are a different breed of people,' he admits.
“They like their homes, and they care for
their homes

CA license #771283
Hbronze @ aol.com

General Contracting

& Handyman Services
Serving San Jose to Palo Alto

925-778-9331

USA BUILDERS IS a general contractor and
handyman company that strives to provide

the best service for the lowest price. That's

a philosophy that USA's James Fanning and
Hilarion Vasquez like to bring to every new job.

For Eichlers, those jobs—big and small—
are comprised of a litany of remodeling
and maintenance projects. On the general
contracting end, USA tackles kitchen and bath
remodels and additions, while the handyman
operation focuses mostly on dry rot, beam,
siding, and fence repairs and replacement.

It's with these smaller projects that USA
Builders prides itself in bringing about unique
and cost-effective solutions. “There are certain
Eichler homes that have an ‘A-frame’
where there's an opening between the fascia
of the carport and the house; Fanning explains.
“Water gets into that opening and can cause rot”

To address this problem without the invasive
and expensive process of replacing the beams,
USA Builders contracts with a provider of cus-

Jobs big and small, USA's James Fanning (left) and Hilarion
Vasquez strive to provide the best service for the lowest price.

tom metal plates. These plates are manufactured
using a computer to calculate the home's exact
dimensions, and then installed with through-bolts
at the problem area.

Many contractors bid $10,000 or more for

beam replacement, says Fanning, but if there is
any integrity left in the beam, USA Builders can
reduce that price by as much as 40 percent by
incorporating its unique re-enforcement system.

Another repair technique in which USA
specializes is the repair of water-damaged
exterior siding. A misadjusted sprinkler head
or rainwater splash-back can compromise
the siding so that there's a notch along its
length near the bottom edge.

‘I owners are experiencing a slight notch-
ing, if they catch it in time, we can grind out
the dry rot, bondo it, treat it, and shape the
grooves out. That way we can avoid replacing
the whole panel or the unsightly splicing with
a Z-bar [a metal flashing],’ Fanning says.

In addition to cost reduction and practical
solutions, Fanning likes to emphasize the
importance of cleanliness and efficiency on
USA's work sites. “We like to be organized
and leave the work areas as clean as we
originally found them," he says.

From their East Bay base, USA Builders
recently expanded the scope of its operation
into San Jose, where they operate as general
contractors; and into Palo Alto, where they
function as a handyman service.

GA license #732300
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